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were, however, neither" deliberate" nor 11 un-
prejudiced." If such is really the case with
Dr. Dick, I pity him.

I am no less sure of the truth of what that
gentleman doubts, than I am sure of my own
existence at the moment f write, because I
have practically tested it, in the examination
of the heads both of the sane and the insane.
Let Dr. Dick do as I have done, go to the
large public prisons in and about the metro-
polis, and test the question at issue : let him
there learn his lesson well; practical phre-
nology is not a little difficult. !

I see no greater reason why " the occa-
sionally rapid changes in men’s conduct,
caused by altogether incidental changes in
their circumstances and the motives ope-
rating on their minds," should be regarded
as " incompatible from their celerity, with
any supposition of their depending on physi-
cal conformation," than I do for doubting that
the rapid and complicate motive powers of the
harlequin and buffoon are connected with
muscular contractions. I am, Sir, your obe-
dient servant.

JAMES GEORGE DAVEY, M.R.C.S. L.,
one of the Surgeons of the County
of Middlesex Hosp. for the Insane.

Hanwell, April 14, 1842.

DENHAM PARK.

THE SOCIAL AND HUMANE TREATMENT OF THE

INSANE.

To the Editor of THE LANCET. ’I
SIR,-At a moment when the attention of

the public as well as of the members of the
medical profession is directed to the subject of
the proper treatment of insanity; when a late
minister of the Crown, convinced of the im-
perfections of the law, devotes his labours to
the revision and improvement of the legisla-
tive enactments relative to lunacy; when the
exertions of some of our ablest physicians
are successfully engaged in the prosecution
of a grand experiment for the promotion of
the comfort and cure of the insane ; when
you, Sir, are aiding the good work in your
place in the House of Commons ; when the
magistrates of Middlesex, with a spirit
worthy of the enlightened times in which we
live, and deserving the highest praise, are
offering their noble institution at Hanwell to
the medical profession, as a clinical school of
insanity, under the able direction of Dr.
Conolly ; when, Sir, insanity is no longer
regarded as a crime, and treated with mana-
cles and chains, but is recognised as a dis-
ease, to which all, at any moment of their
lives, may be liable, and I think I am war-
ranted in saying almost equally liable; when
abuse upon abuse is still practised in many
of the lunatic institutions of this country,
especially in those fearful prison-houses so
numerous in the suburbs of this city, which

are not under the control of the commission.
ers of lunacy, and where a single, or at most
two patients are placed under the sole

management of an ignorant keeper; when,
Sir, I say that I perceive all this, I conceive
it to be my duty to offer to the attention of
your readers any information which may
have fallen in my path relative to so impor.
tant a subject. I am familiar, Sir, with most
of the institutions around London; I am

perfectly aware of the fact, that the paupers
of Middlesex are treated like princes in com.
parison with the unfortunate member of a
respectable circle afflicted with mental dis.
ease. I am aware that there are some bright
exceptions to this statement, and I may espe-
cially allude to the admirably and humanely
conducted establishment of Mr. Stilwell at
Uxbridge ; but I was not prepared for a

sight which it was yesterday my good for.
tune to contemplate. Some months since I
perused in your publication a letter on the
management of an institution for persons in
the higher walks of life in Denham Park,
Uxbridge, and I sought the first opportunity
of observing for myself that which I found
depicted in such glowing terms in your
Journal. You must permit me, Sir, to ob-
serve, that in that picture your correspondent
fell short of the truth, as I think the follow-
ing brief narrative will testify. In the midst
of a beautiful country, at the eastern extre-
mity of the Vale of Aylesbury, in a lovely
park, richly diversified with wood and lake,
I found the object of my search, a fine old
mansion built of red brick, now the quiet and
calm abode of the diseased in mind. I was
assured by the medical superintendent, that
in thes&deg; sweet grounds the patients, some of
whom we met in our walk, were permitted to
wander at their will, and induce in various
recreations ; some occupying themselves in
fishing ; others employing their hours in a
large garden, more than three acres in extent,
which forms a part of the grounds: while
the ladies either walk or engage in the
amusement of archery. For those who are
too unwell to walk, or who are desirous of
visiting the neighbourhood, four carriages
are kept, and are placed at their disposal
upon application to the superintendent. It
is needless to say that, without any appear-
ance of intrusion, the strictest surveillance is
bestowed on every member of the establish-
ment. Within the building, consisting of a
suite of sumptuous and lofty rooms, and
bearing the stamp of the good olden time, I
was shown the chapel, which is in truth ail

architectural gem; the billiard-room; the
library, where several of the gentlemen
patients were assembled ; the drawing-room,
in which the lady patients were engaged, at

needle-work, reading, or music, and where
I was informed a quadrille is conducted
every evening ; and the ample and spacious
bed-chambers, in each of which the small
couch for the night attendant scarcely ob.
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trrrded itself upon the eye, and which I external violence came undermy care almost
should not have seen but for the remark of daily, and comprehended all shades of cases
my conductor. We had just completed our from the comparatively trivial to the most
circuit of the establishment, when the deep serious and dangerous accidents ending in
tones of the gong announced the hour of immediate death. So frequent were acci-
dinner; and in a few minutes I found myself dents of a serious nature, that I was never
at table in a magnificent dining-hall, sur- above a few miles from home without feeling
rounded by agreeable and chatty compa- impatient to return to my post, fearing that
nions, and the greater part of these insane, emergencies would be occurring.
I must confess that, at that moment, insanity 11 I possess materials for the construction
lost for me many of its horrors, as I contem- of tables of the various accidents which come
plated the gay and smiling faces of those under my care; but the few days which
around me, when I saw the perfect content- have been allowed for the collecting of this
ment that reigned throughout the establish- evidence, scarcely suffice for the purpose. In
ment, and looked out upon the lovely country 1838 five individuals died of injuries received
that greeted my eye at every outlet. I in coal-works in and around Tranent, and
remembered at the moment an incident that came under my observation.
occurred to a young friend of mine, in this " In order that some idea may be readily
very establishment,--he had danced with a given of the mortality which occurred
lady, who he was afterwards told, much to amongst the population under my care, and
his astonishment, was an insane patient: also of the nature of the diseases and injuries
"What," said he, " perhaps, Miss G. with which proved fatal, I will here give a table
whom I danced twice was a patient too !" I of the deaths which occurred, in 18 , under
need not say she was. I also felt in this my care.
place the same delusion, and could scarcely The total number of deaths was 59:&mdash;bring myself to believe that what I saw was 
real. But, Sir, I fear that I am unworthily 1. A young girl, aged 14, the daughter of a
occupying your columns, and will conclude collier, was burned to death.
with the notice of one arrangement in con- 2. A girl, aged 4, the daughter of a collier,
nection with Denham Park, which I think died of croup.
deserving of notice, as I believe it to he 3. A woman, aged 44, wife of a hind, died
unique-I mean, the fact of the relatives of of typhus fever.
invalids, when they choose it, being per- 4. A child, aged 20 months (collier), died
mitted to reside with and partake of the of convulsions.
retirement of their poor friends for as long a 5. A young man, aged 23, collier, died of
time as they may wish, or until the patient dropsy.
is entirely re-established. I am informed C. A woman, aged 70, wife of a collier, died
that many cures have been effected in this of disease of the stomach.
establishment; indeed, two or three of the 7. A man, aged 48, shoemaker, died of dis-
patients were about to leave at the time of ease of the stomach.
my visit. I think, Sir, that you must agree 8. A man, aged 65, wright, died of erysipe-
with me, that it is delightful to view such a las of the head, from a wound.
brilliant step as this in the treatment of in- 9. A man, aged 58, hind, died of typhus
sanity; and you will, doubtless, unite with fever.
me in the prayer, that many Denham Parks 10. A girl, aged 10, farmer, died of innam-
may be established throughout the country, mation of the bowels.
and conducted on the same liberal and excel- 11. A potter, aged 74, died of typhus fever.
lent plan with this their distinguished exam- 12. A man, about 40 years of age, collier,
ple. I have the honour to be, Sir, your obe- died of vomiting of blood. 

-

dient servant, 13. A man, aged 48, a collier, died of disease
SHADE OF PINEL. of the lungs, induced by occupation.

London, April, 1842. 14. A man, aged 22, employed at a colliery,
___________________ ___ 

died of injuries received at work.
15. A woman, aged 24, died of injuries re-

On the Diseases, Condition, and Habits of the ceived in a colliery.
Collier Population of East Lothian. By 16. A girl, aged 4 (collier), died of hooping-
S. ScoTT ALISON, M.D., Hon. Sec. to the cough.
Medical Society of London. 17. A girl, aged 20, died of typhus.

(Continued from p. 93.) ) 
18.. Mrs. 

-, aged 70, 
died of palsy.(Continued from p. 93.) 19. A girl, aged 4, died of water in the head.

Injuries from external violence were 20. A girl, aged 4, died of typhus fever.
very common among the persons engaged in 21. Mrs. , died of disease of the heart.
the collieries with which I was connected, 22. Mrs. , died of pulmonary consump-
constantly incapacitating persons for employ- tion.
ment, leading to premature death and to per- 23. A child, aged 2, died of disease of the
manent maiming. During the seven years brain.
of my residence in Tranent, injuries from 24. A man, aged 24, collier, died of dropsy.
No. 974. L’
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25. A child, about 3 years of age, died of 11 The rate of mortality among collier peo-
fever. pie is very high, but I have not made any

26. A girl, aged 4, died of tabes mesenterica. calculation on the subject. The parish re-

27. An infant, aged 2 weeks (collier), died cords do not afford all the necessary infor-
by overlaying. through drunkenness. mation for the purpose, neither do my own

28. An infant, aged 6 months (collier), died tables, as the deaths of those only are recorded
of neglected inflammation of the bowels. in the parish books who are buried in the

29. An infant, aged 4 months, died of small- parish, and as I did not attend all the collier
pox (not vaccinated). people who died in my neighbourhood.30. A young man, aged 17, died of scrofu- "By a statistical inquiry, however, which
lous sores. I made into the duration of life among the

31. An infant (collier), died of inflammation colliers of Pencaitland colliery, I found that
of the bowels. the aggregate age of 35 male heads of fami-

32. A boy, aged 12, died immediately of in- lies was not more than 1192 years, giving an
juries received in a colliery. average for each of 34 years only.

33. An infant, aged 7 months, died of diar- " This result appears very remarkable
rhoea. when contrasted with a similar inquiry,

34. A man, aged about 44, suddenly dropped which I made with the duration of life
down dead at his employment, proba- among the male heads of farmer families.
bly owing to the burstmg of an aneu- The aggregate age of 35 male heads of farmer
rism. families was found to be not less than 1715

35. A man, aged 34, died of dropsy. years, giving an average age for each indivi-
36. An infant, aged 1, died of suffocation, dual of 51 years and 10 months.

from overlaying, through drunkenness. " The direct influence of the occupation of
37. An infant, died (cause not mentioned), the collier in inducing disease, in maiming
38. Mr. Farmer, aged 90, died of natural and disabling, and further in diminishing the

decay. duration of life, is very great, and I believe
39. Mr. -, aged 72, grocer, died of cancer far beyond what is suspected by the public

of the lower jaw. in general : nor is the indirect influence of
40. An infant died in process of delivery. the employment of these people, upon their
41. A woman, aged about 50, died of proce- health and lives, less startling; for I consider

dentia uteri. that the privation of education experienced
42. A girl, aged 5, died of croup. by young people, the formation of irregular
43. A boy, aged 12, died of inflammation of and dissipated and reckless habits by their

the brain. early introduction into the collieries, and the
44. A young man, aged 20, died in conse- insensibility to the comforts of life which

quence of contusion of the knee-joint, marks those people, as fruitful in the highest
received in a colliery, degree in physical deterioration. The dis-

45. A woman, aged 50, wife of a hind, died eases, the general bad health, the maiming,
of bronchitis. ’ the imperfect development, and the prema-

46. An infant, aged 6 months, died of inflam- ture deaths which are daily observed among
mation of the bowels. these people, are numerous beyond all ordi-

47. A man, oged 35, was killed in a colliery. nary belief, and afford matter for the most
48. A boy, aged 11, collier, died of dropsy. serious, solemn, and melancholy contempla-
49. An infant, aged 3 months (collier), died tion. But when I regard the combined ope-

of a very severe catarrh from cold (the ration of the direct and the indirect influence
wind blowing through the house). of the occupation of the collier upon the

50. A girl, aged 8 (collier), died of small- goodly human fabric, in the deterioration of
pox (not vaccinated). its physical condition, in the depravity and

51. A boy, -, pauper, died of small-pox heinousness of its moral nature, in the induc.

(not vaccinated). tion of disease and suffering and misery, and
52. A girl, aged 4 (collier), died of small- in the wholesale destruction of human life, I

pox (not vaccinated-sister of 2nd last). feel appalled with the contemplation, and
53. A woman, aged 35, died suddenly from question much whether the working of coal

rupture of womb during delivery (a produces more happiness than misery.
midwife attending). 11 Is such misery, suffering, depravity, and

54. An infant, aged 5 months, died of acute destruction of human life, necessarily con-

disease of the brain. nected with the working of this useful mine-
55. A child, aged 8, died of typhus. ral ? the philanthropist may well and ur-
56. An infant, aged 18 months, died of hoop- gently demand : or can it be a part of the

ing-cough and tuberculous lungs. great scheme of the Almighty that what
57. An infant, aged 4 weeks (collier), died should be a blessing has become a curse;

of small-pox (not vaccinated). and that the coal districts, gifted with riches
58. An infant, aged 3 weeks (collier), died beyond conception, should become the habi-

of inflammation of the bowels. tation of the most worthless, the most imper-
59. A man, aged about 30, hind, died of feet, the most unhealthy, and the shortest-

confluent small-pox (vaccinated), lived of the population? he may inquire who
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has the wisdom to trace every gift to the ing this laudable form of charity in Tranent ;Author of all good. and I consider it due to him to say that no

"No, can be the only reply; for human accident ever occurred in his work without

experience teaches that no such necessary the utmost solicitude being evinced, on his
connection subsists; and because God cannot part, in favour of the sufferer, and that mate-make good the source of evil. rial and valuable assistance was at all times
"The means which have been adopted to readily granted.

secure the health of colliers, and generally to &laquo; 

Many colliers belong to benefit societies,improve their condition, are the following:&mdash;from which, during sickness, they derive
" The prohibition of the sale of whisky, in small weekly allowances.

the immediate vicinity of the dwellings of The temperance society nf Tranent encolliers, has been adopted. Mr. Andrew rols among its members many Tranent en-Cuthbertson, the intelligent lessee of Pen- engaged in its collieries ; many individualssaitland colliery, I understand has for some engaged zealous collieries; and some of themyears prevented the sale of whisky in New- principles. are very 
zealous in the propagation of their

town, the village inhabited by his colliers. principles.
The families belonging to this colliery are in " For the purpose of showing how much,
a comparatively comfortable condition are I believe the habits of the working people to
orderly, regular, sober, and on the whole be the cause of many of their diseases, I will,
religious and moral, far beyond any other even at the risk of committing an egotism,
set of colliers with whom I came in contact. mention, that so impressed was I with the
I do not think any such wholesome restric- opinion that the dissipation, the filth, the
tion has been in operation in any other col- laborious and unequal toil, the bad condition
liery. of their houses, and the polluted atmosphere,

" Schools for the education of children are common more or less to colliers and others,
to be found in almost all the collier villages formed the root of much of their physical
and communities, and, to a certain extent, sufferings, that I published a small address
prove useful, but they offer no sufficient on these and other subjects to the working
counterbalance to the evil operation of bad people; and as the circumstance will prove
example afforded by grown-up men and the interest which Mr. Cadell takes in any
women, with whom children come in contact effort made to improve the condition of the
in collieries, and for the privation of that colliers, I may add that he, on that occasion,
training in domestic habits, so essential to addressed a letter to me, in which he said,-
the formation of good housewives, but which I I have read your able address to the work-
is denied to collier girls by the practice of ing classes with much interest and satisfac-
mothers working below ground. tion : by publishing it you have conferred a

" Mr. F. Cadell, the manager of Tranent valuable boon on the inhabitants of Tranent,
colliery, laudably originated a school for the where dissipation exists to such an appalling
instruction of collier children. He, I believe, extent. On Saturday last I collected a few
built the school-house and defrayed part of of the Tranent colliers, and impressed upon
the expenses of the establishment ; but, for them the advantages themselves and families
reasons with which I am imperfectly ac- would derive from reading, thinking, and
quainted, the scheme did not answer, and, following out the friendly advice given in the
after a few months’ duration, was finally address, and told them that to encourage
discontinued. every one of them to possess it I would pay
" Both clergymen in the village of Tranent the one-half of the price on their paying the

are very earnest in the condemnation of other. Most sincerely thanking you for the
drunkenness, and in the enforcement of good you have done, and will do, by the
sobriety. The secession clergyman has been trouble you have taken in this matter.-I
instrumental, by means of a temperance remain, &c.’

society, in reclaiming many drunkards. A "I am of opinion that many measures
missionary likewise, who was employed might be adopted, with great advantage, for
about two years ago, did much good, not improving the condition of colliers and collier
only in a religious form, but also in the re- children ; but as the few days I have been
commendation of habits of temperance and allowed for collecting these facts are already
cleanliness. expended, it is out of my power to enter into
" The employers of the colliers are, for the details ; but this is of less consequence, as

most part, at all times, ready to assist in the perusal of the foregoing evidence, incom-
times of suffering and distress, sometimes plete as it is, cannot fail to show what steps
with money, sometimes with food, and, on are necessary, as I have already made some
all occasions, with good advice. suggestions on the subject in my Report on
"A soup kitchen has. during several win- the Sanatory Condition of the Working

ters, been opened for the benefit of the poor Classes in East Lothian, furnished to the
and the sick, and its advantages have been poor-law commissioners, and already widely
largely partaken of by the colliers. Mr. circulated by them; and as my work on the
Richard Nisbet, the lessee of Elphinston I Propagation of Contagious Poisons,’ pub-
colliery, has, I believe, the credit of originat- lished at Edinburgh, in 1839, contains obser-

L 2
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vations at some length on the means of pro-
moting the public health.
" I may be allowed, in conclusion, to say,

that no field offers abetter promise of a noble
harvest to the philanthropist than the condi-
tion of colliers ; and that these people, if
they but receive their due share of English
justice and liberality, cannot fail to find
their lives more secure, their moral condition
elevated, and their physical sufferings much
mitigated.
" London, August 20,1841.:’

DEFENCE OF THE PAYMENT
FOR

MEDICAL REPLIES BY THE LIFE-
ASSURANCE COMPANIES,

INSTEAD OF THE

PARTY PETITIONING TO ASSURE.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;I have just read with regret an ar-

ticle in the " British and Foreign Medical
Review," entitled, " The Doctors versus As-
surance Companies," in which Dr. Forbes
figures in the fourfold capacity of counsel
for the plaintiff, counsel for the defendant,
judge, and moral expounder of liberality,
but not, I am sorry to say, as the advocate
of the rights of the medical profession. I

suspect, however, the hand of Mr. Farren,
of the Asylum Company, to which Dr.
Forbes is physician, is apparent in the arti-
cle ; so that in addition to the above he may
be said to be acting as accoucheur. As
counsel usually do, he has given only so

much of the truth as will serve his purpose,
and stated the case with the view of the

judge coming to a certain decision; but I
am not quite certain that he himself under-
stands the subject, for he confounds things
together which have no relation to each
other; for instance, a medical opinion with
a bill of parcels. Would the doctor’s bill,
" the mere particulars of services rendered,"
be of any use to the assurance companies?
If so, I dare say the proposer would make
them a present of it.
Dr. Forbes being physician to an assur-

ance company, I will ask him a few ques-
tions,-Is the medical certificate obtained
for his inspection ? and does he use it in his

report ? Is he guided or assisted in his opi-
nion by what is contained therein? or

could he do equally well without it? He
states in his case for the defendants (the
companies),-" As far as we are concerned,
we neither asked nor desired an examina-
tion of the patient by his own physician, to
whose opinion, in this case, we do not attach
the slightest value; as we judge of the p o-
poser’s present state from the report of our
OWN physician, to whom we pay a fee for ad-
vising us, which fee Me do not seek to charg’e
to the proposer." If this be the case, why do,

the assurance companies so pertinaciously
insist on having a report from the medical
adviser of the party proposing ? The latter
does not wish them to do so, or induce them
" to take the trouble to ask a bill of parcels
in his name," and if he understood the matter
would object to it ; neither does the medical
attendant wish it, for it is often a cause of
oflence, and sometimes of alarm, to his
patient,. who, when his report is unfavour.
able, considers his object defeated, as he is
perfectly aware the company would not

reject his life on any other grounds. The
plea of delicacy to the medical attendant, as
the reason why the companies make the
communication connuenuat 10 memseives, is
an admission of the awkward and delicate
position in which they place him.
The simple remedy, therefore, for the state

of things now existing, and for the termina-
tion of the discussion, is for the companies
not to require any communication from the
medical attendant at all; in this way the

profession would be released from an odious
and unpleasant task, imposed upon them by
the assurance companies without their per-
mission. If the medical attendant of the
assurance office is competent to his task, he
is surely capable of determining whether the
life is insurable, as the proposer submits
himself unreservedly to his examination, and
he has the same means of coming to a con-
clusion as if he were called to him for the
first time, in the more important case of life
and death.

It thus comes to be determined, whether
the information and opinion (not the bill of

parcels) are useful or useless ? If it is use-

less, let them do without it ; if useful, they
should in justice pay for it.
But it is said that the assurance com-

panies make it a condition that the proposer
shall furnish, free of expense, to them such
information as will enable them to determine
whether his life is insurable, or whether
" his health is trustworthy ;" so that the

companies may as well require him to pay
their " own physician," it being through himthe comuanv sret the information thev act on,
which they feel would be absurd. The rea-
son for this, however, peeps out in another
part of the defendant’s case, in the shape of
a statement from the bench. 11 You cannot
question the truth of the physician’s state-
ments in a court of law. You employed
him yourselves-you took the case out of
the hands of the proposer, who was bound
to make out his health as trustworthy by
medical testimony, and you bribe his phy-
sician for a report to which you now object.
You have made yourselves principals, and
the physician your agent, instead uf his

being the agent of the proposer. So that it
is for the purpose of allowing the company
an excuse for disputing the validity of the
assurance, and to get out of paying the re
presentatives of the assured, on the ground of


